ASA History of Statistics Special Interest Group
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Name:   







The following questions cover the history of statistics and the History of Statistics SIG, along with a special section in memory of David Cox.  Work together.  There is no prize for second place!  Or first place!
1) In what year was the HoS SIG formed?

a) 2016

b) 2017

c) 2018

d) 2019

2) Dr. Jana Asher has given talks at JSM and for the HoS SIG on which historical figure?

a) R.A. Fisher

b) Karl Pearson

c) Francis Galton

d) Florence Nightingale

3) What was the first book discussed in the HoS SIG Book Club?

a) The Data Detective
b) The Theory that Would Not Die
c)  The Lady Drinking Tea
d) Statistics on the Table
e) Karl Pearson: Life in a Statistical Age
4) Whose was the first birthday celebrated on the ASA HoS SIG Twitter feed?

a) Williamina Fleming

b) Johaness Fibiger 
c) Carl von Liebermeister

d) Florence Nightingale

5) How many followers does the ASA HoS SIG Twitter feed have (as of a week ago)?

a) 199

b) 200

c) 299

d) 1064 

6) The commemoration of which statistician received the most tweets on the ASA HoS SIG feed?
a) Douglas Altman 

b) Florence Nightingale

c) Helen Walker

d) David Cox

7) Which is NOT an example of Stigler’s Law of Eponymy (no scientific discovery is named after its original discoverer)

a) Simpson’s Paradox

b) Bonferroni correction

c) Laplace Distribution 
d) Stigler’s Law of Eponymy

8) Which statistics “dynamic duo” was first a one-act farce, first produced in 1846

a) Box and Cox 

b) Kaplan and Meier

c) Kolmogorov and Smirnov

d) Mann and Whitney

9) How many statisticians (or mathematician-statisticians) have received the MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship?

a) 3

b) 4

c) 6

d) 7 

10)  According to the Oxford English Dictionary, which definition of “statistics” has the earliest reference?

a) A department responsible for collecting or recording numerical facts or data. 

b) The branch of political science concerned with the collection, classification, and discussion of (esp. numerical) facts bearing on the condition of a state or community. 
c) The systematic collection and arrangement of numerical facts or data of any kind; (also) the branch of science or mathematics concerned with the analysis and interpretation of numerical data and appropriate ways of gathering such data.  

d) Such facts or data collected and classified or analysed.  

11)  Certain words appear in the dictionary as being specific to statistics.  Which term is NOT one of these “technical terms”.

a) Disconcordance 
b) Ventiles 

c) Statisticize 
d) Clusterify 

12)  Since 1978, which city has hosted the most Joint Statistics Meetings?

a) Washington, DC

b) Boston

c) Chicago

d) San Francisco

13)  Both George Lowe and Michael Westmacott were in Edmund Hillary’s first climb to reach the summit of Mount Everest.  About Westmacott, Lowe wrote he was

a) “I took an immediate liking to”

b) “A master at Charterhouse school – married – 35.”

c) “A statistician – whatever that is.” 
d) “The baby – 6 ft  and 24 years old.”

e) “Still a student at Cambridge and counted as by far the most outstanding of the youngest generation in Britain.”

14)  Which of the following women does NOT have a named award or scholarship through the ASA.

a) Annie T. Randall

b) Gertrude M. Cox

c) Lingzi Lu

d) Elizabeth J. Kelly 
15)  How many presidents of the ASA have been women?

a) 18 

b) 20

c) 22

d) 24

16)  From where did David Cox receive his Ph.D.?

a) St. John’s College, Cambridge

b) University of Leeds 

c) Birkbeck College, London, Imperial College London

d) University of Oxford

17)  Which award was NOT given to David Cox?
a) Guy

b) Box

c) Copley

d) ASA Founders Award

18)  Of which journal was David Cox the editor for more than 25 years?

a) Biometrics
b) Biometrika
c) Journal of the Royal Statistical Society
d) Statistica Sinica
19)  For which groups did David Cox NOT serve as president?

a) IMS

b) Bernoulli Society

c) RSS

d) ISI

20)  How many students did David Cox have (according to Math Geneology)?

a) 25

b) 36

c) 49

d) 64

21)  In which areas did David Cox make significant contributions?

a) Logistic regression

b) Survival Analysis

c) Randomization

d) Data Transformations 
22)  Of which prize was Cox the first recipient?

a) International Prize in Statistics

b) COPSS Presidents’ Award

c) Kettering Prize

d) Guy Medal in Silver

23)  What was David Cox’s middle name?

a) Roxbee

b) Aylmer

c) Ysidro

d) Walter

24)  What was the title of David Cox’s first published journal paper?

a) A note on the asymptotic distribution of the range

b) Improved doubling methods in worsted drawing

c) Designing an industrial experiment

d) The analysis of yarn irregularity 

25)  Approximately how many single-author papers did David Cox write?

a) 50

b) 150

c) 250 

d) 350
